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Welcome to CAHS Biology!  Please know that I have high expectations for your success in learning; I teach with the goal of inspiring you to find the subject matter worthwhile and interesting.
The focus of this college-preparatory course will be in mastery of the content as well as the further development of an inquiring mind.  The grade is percentage based: 50% of the grade resulting from quiz and test scores, and 50% from class and homework assignments.   Biology at CAHS can be rigorous and the pace swift, though we do have fun!  There is homework everyday, as all students are expected to study/review even when there is no actual assignment; expect an average of two homework assignments each week.

The pace of the course is swift and your daily participation is expected and appreciated. Just as in every CAHS course, there is homework everyday, as everyone is expected to study/review what they need to even when there is no actual assignment. Some of what you need to know involves memorizing terminology and this requires a great deal of practice. We meet for 52 minutes everyday, except Internship Wednesdays, for the year. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Course Themes:

The following themes will be revisited throughout the year and are reflected in advanced coursework at CAHS (AP and IB)
	· Evolution & Interdependence

· Emergent Properties

· Structure & Function
	· Homeostasis

· Unity & Diversity

· Energy Flow & Nutrient Cycle


Expected Course Timeline:
	1st Semester

· Nature of Science (Chapter 1)

· Introduction to Evolution and Interdependence (Chapter 14, 15, 2)

· Chemistry of Life (Chapter 6)

· Ecology (Chapters 3-5)

· Cell Structure and Membrane Transport (Chapter 7)

· Cell Reproduction (Chapters 9, 10.1)
	2nd Semester

· Cell Energetics (Chapter 8)

· DNA, RNA, Protein Synthesis and DNA Biotechnology (Chapters 12-13)

· Genetics (Chapters 10-11)

· Mechanisms of Evolution (Chapter 15)

· Organizing Life’s Diversity (Chapter 17) 


Textbook: Everyone will receive a textbook.  The textbook is available online:     http://glencoe.com/ose/showbook.php?access_code=A9793B233E
The link to the online book can be found on the course website: sheets-biology.weebly.com
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Track Academic Progress:

Grades will be updated continuously on the CAHS Infinite Campus online module

The quarter grade is percentage based: 
· 50% from assignments, projects, labs, and participation in class activities
· 50% from quizzes/tests
Communication: 
Contact regarding academic progress and behaviors will be made primarily through the Infinite Campus online module (passwords available to all parents) and secondarily, though the parental contact information provided to CAHS.  Parents, please let me know if this information is not current or you have a different contact preference.
Parents/Students may contact me:

· through Infinite Campus
· by email:  jsheets2192@columbus.k12.oh.us 
· calling the CAHS main office at 365-6006 and leaving a message
There is also a course webpage: sheets-biology.weebly.com where I post happenings and resources. 
Classroom Policies and Procedures:
Class Rules: Be prepared, follow directions, behave respectfully and adhere to all CAHS guidelines everyday.  Insubordination or disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. In addition, there is no food allowed in the classroom (and may be thrown away if brought). 
Sleeping in class is inappropriate and unacceptable.  If you are ill, ask to see the nurse or make arrangements to go home. In addition, please have all electronic devices off and out of sight as all CAHS policies are enforced.
Class Materials: In addition to a science notebook where you keep all of your notes and materials and something to write with, you will need colored pencils and index cards.
Lab Fee: There is a lab fee for all CAHS sciences; the fee for Biology is $5.00.  
Hall Passes: Hall passes are to be used for restroom use only, locker passes will be given rarely.  Per CAHS policy, they may not be used during the first or last 10 minutes of class.  Also, your timeliness, class behavior and recent usage may limit your use of the pass. There will only be 3 hall passes permitted during each quarter for each student.
Attendance: Attendance is required and can affect your grade.  Success in any course depends on your presence, your attitude, and your effort.  It is your responsibility to find out what material was covered in class the day(s) that you were absent and to make arrangements with me.  You are expected to complete all assignments missed for knowledge and experience regardless of grade-earning status.  
If Excused, you will earn a grade or exemption status.   If Unexcused, you will earn a “0” 
Suspension is treated as an unexcused absence, though you may earn exemption status.  You are expected to behave in a manner that allows you to avoid suspension.  Parents should arrange to pick-up the work within the first and you are expected to turn in all assignments missed by the day of your return to earn exemption status.  If you do turn in missed work on the day of your return, you will earn a zero on all assignments missed.  
Tardiness: You are expected to be in the room and near your seat and ready to begin by the bell or you are considered tardy. The CAHS tardy policy will be enforced.

Make up work:  All assignments will be available in a student-accessible file each day and you are responsible for obtaining all assignments missed due to absence from class and for turning them in within one day of your return.  Any work due the day you were absent is due the day you return to school. Missed tests must be taken the day you return to CAHS; it is YOUR responsibility to make arrangements with me on the day of your return. 
Late Work: All homework is due on the date specified and at the very beginning of class. Anything turned in after the start of class is considered late and will receive a reduction in points.  Homework will be accepted up to one day late for a 50% reduction.  Class work will never be accepted late -you are expected to be “in class” when present.

Academic Honesty:  All work you submit must be your own and must not be shared for copying.  All resources must be cited when reporting.  Academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  
NEED EXTRA HELP?  I am available some days after school by appointment – JUST ASK and we can plan a time.  Also, there are student tutors available at lunches and other biological science teachers available during Academic Assist and after school.  Also, don’t forget about the course website – I post resources for review!
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