CAHS IB Biology SL 2012-2013 
Aim and Expectations 
This course is open to students who are highly motivated and desire challenging coursework.  The aim of the course is to facilitate critical thinking, deepen understanding of the universal nature of biological concepts, and to provide the opportunity for students practice using and recognizing use of the scientific method.  The course is rigorous and will provide a great base of knowledge and skill that will be useful when entering college. 
The four themes of IB Biology are Structure and Function, Universality versus Diversity, Equilibrium within Systems and Evolution. The SL curriculum is an intensive examination of the core program required of all IB Biology students around the world. The SL subject specific material relates to Statistical Analysis, Cells, The Chemistry of Life, Genetics, Ecology and Evolution, Human Health and Physiology, Diet and Human Nutrition, and Physiology of Exercise. 
IB MISSION STATEMENT:

“The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.”
CLASS MATERIALS – paper, a 3-ring binder, a pocketed, paper folder, a pencil, colored pencils, a calculator, index cards and a small ruler.  

TEXTS: There are two supplemental texts that can assist you with the course
· Modern Biology – our old Biology text
· Advanced Biology – college-level biology book; useful as a reference text 

* there are also great study guides available for purchase elsewhere; let me know if you are thinking of purchasing something and I’ll give you my opinion!
CLASS RULES – I expect you to behave in a mature, respectful manner, attend and participate daily, and follow all directions.  
ATTENDANCE – Attendance is required and can affect your grade.  Success in any course depends on your presence, your participation, and your cooperation.  If your absence is excused you will be allowed to make up any work that is missed, though it is your responsibility to get that work and any resources needed.  If you are absent when a lab report is due, you are expected to email it to me.

I expect you to be near your seat and prepared to begin class by the tardy bell. The CAHS tardy policy will be enforced. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY- By enrolling in this course you agree to submit only original work.  Per IB, you are required to sign a form stating that all work you submit is your own.  Academic misconduct is not tolerated.  Ask me if you are unsure about this policy.  
HALL PASSES – Use the hall pass sparingly and necessarily.  Abuse or misuse may result in the loss of the opportunity for a hall pass
FOOD OR DRINK – There is no food permitted in the science rooms.  Please keep in mind that this is a lab and is not very sanitary.
SAFETY RULES – You must assume responsibility for the safety of yourself and your classmates.  Follow the rules for lab safety at all times.  Do not touch any equipment unless directed to do so.

EXTRA HELP and CONTACT INFO - Let me know if you need extra help and I will make time. 
Parents and Students may contact me -
· through Infinite Campus
· by email:  jsheets2192@columbus.k12.oh.us 
· calling the CAHS main office at 365-6006 and leaving a message
There is also a course webpage: sheets-biology.weebly.com where I post happenings and resources. 
COURSE GRADING SYSTEM – Each quarter is worth 25% of your course grade.  
Your quarter grades will be based on a class notebook (assignments, labs, projects) worth 50% and quizzes and tests which are also worth 50% of the grade.  
100% to 90%  = A


79% to 70%  = C


  89% to 80%  = B


 69% to 60% = D

· The final exam grade will be based on a comprehensive test and/or project
· IB diploma grading will be discussed separately.

Tests/Quizzes
· I often use IB-designed questions to help you prepare for the May tests.

· Quizzes will occur with more frequency than tests, which are longer and more comprehensive.

· There will be scheduled quizzes and those that “pop” up (especially after an assigned reading…)
· Tests will be scheduled well in advance.  

The Notebook

· Keep all notebook materials in a 3-ring binder throughout the course; bring your notebook to class every day.  

· My suggestion is to divide your binder into 3 sections: “Assignments,” “Notes” and “Labs”. 

· You will turn in selected components from your notebook in an inexpensive, pocketed paper folder near the end of each quarter. KEEP IN MIND, 50% of your grade will be “unknown” to me until the end of the quarter when the notebook is graded– but NOT unknown to you; you know what you have accomplished.

· Your earned grade on this selection of assignments and your lab reports (which usually make up about 25-50% of the notebook grade) will count as 50% of your combined quarter grade.
· Late notebooks will result in a 25% deduction in points for each day they are late.  Note that “late” begins the nanosecond after it was due.  
· Lab Reports:

· You are required to submit typed lab reports.  You may also be required to submit reports electronically.  Always back up your work.

· You must follow the specific report format provided for every lab.  

· Labs grades will mirror the IB rubric.  For most labs you will be expected to both score yourself and have at least one classmate score your lab before turning them in.

· Late reports result in a 25% point deduction for each day they are late
IMPORTANT NOTE: 

I will not accept late lab reports if they are turned in after I have graded and returned everyone else’s work.  You may not qualify for the IB diploma or an IB score in the course if you do not complete the minimum number of lab hours per IB standards (40 hrs.) and/or the required lab reports for your IA (2 per each criteria).

Absences are at your own risk…labs may not be made up.  There should be enough lab hours to complete the requirements if you miss up to 2 lab hours.  However, there will be only a few labs which will be “scorable” for your IA, missing these labs may result in your disqualification for the IB grade/diploma.  Dates will be set well ahead of time and are negotiable if you have a scheduled, pressing need for absence.
IBO Requirements for Biology SL:

You must participate in all of the following 3 requirements to be eligible for IB Biology SL certification or the IB diploma.  Failure to participate in/complete these requirements may also result in your owing a significant fee for the course.  See Dr. Velo for more information.

External Assessment (EA): 3 tests, called “papers”, that will be taken in May 2013 on days and times specified by IB and CAHS.

Internal Assessment (IA): I will document at least 40 hours of your laboratory work throughout the year.  In addition, I submit your lab reports grades in terms of three criteria: lab design, data collection & processing and conclusion & evaluation.  The best two scores a student receives in each of these three criteria throughout the year are used to help determine their IA score.  There will be a minimum of two lab opportunities (likely to be 3-4) to meet the requirements for each IA criteria.  Again, attendance and participation is crucial as there is no time allotted to make up missed labs or for me to grade late work.

In addition to these criteria, students will also be assessed on their manipulative skills and personal skills during the implementation of the labs throughout the course.  

Group 4 Project: This projects counts for 10 of the required 40 hours.  It is an interdisciplinary project where we will be working with IB physics students.  Included in this requirement is a presentation of your group’s research.  Being absent for the group 4 project (which will occur during the last week before break in December) and/or the presentation (which will occur the day we return from break) may jeopardize your IB grade/diploma.  
